Keeping
dreams alive
in the face of
challenge

Meditations in a Global Crisis:

Give Careful Thought
To Your Ways

T

he short book of Haggai is an account of God speaking
during a time of hardship due to famine. CS Lewis
wisely asserted the following: “Pain insists upon being
attended to. God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in
our conscience, but shouts in our pain: it is His megaphone
to rouse a deaf world.” For Haggai’s Israel it was famine. For
the world, especially many parts of Europe and America, God
is speaking through His megaphone in a time of a global
pandemic. A key phrase that Haggai declares to the Israelites
should also be applied to us. Haggai 1:5 charges them and us:
“Give careful thought to your ways.”

“Only one life, twill soon be past, only
what’s done for Christ will last.”
A unique opportunity for the church
As I write this column, our nation – along with many others
around the world – is in lockdown. With nowhere to go, and
every single live mass gathering event suspended, now is a
unique opportunity for us to heed Haggai’s advice. For Haggai’s
Israel, their primary concern was their fine houses, while the
house of God was in ruin. It took a famine to get their attention.
For us, this virus pandemic presents an opportunity for us to
similarly evaluate our lives. How much of our time and money
are given over to things that are of no eternal significance? How
often do we step back from worldly pursuits and ask whether
we are truly seeking God’s Kingdom first?

We only have one life on earth
At this point, the radical life of missionary CT Studd comes to
mind. Born into a wealthy family, he was left
with a handsome inheritance at the age
of twenty-five and was selected to play
cricket for England. Forsaking all these
for the mission field of Asia and Central
Africa, he penned a poem in which each
stanza ends with the following lines:
“Only one life, twill soon be past, only
what’s done for Christ will last.” May we
live similarly. 
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M

eet Sacha van der Merwe – a wife and mother. Nothing
of her present day posture speaks to the challenges she
has had to overcome. Her story is one where God’s grace
touches a woman’s strength and resilience. Sacha was born a Jew.
She grew up exploring various forms of spirituality, from esoteric
mediums to Buddhism, as well as seeking answers to life’s toughest
questions in many self-help courses. Her search for truth only left
her deeply unfulfilled. She married early but was divorced by 22. It
was only after being invited to her second Alpha course that she had
a radical encounter with God that opened her eyes and found her
surrendering her life to Jesus. “I grew up in a dysfunctional family and
needed to let go of old hurts, resentment, and anger I had built up
around my parents and ex-husband. It was only when I met Jesus that
my journey of healing and restoration truly began,” Sacha attested.

A story with a sweet twist
The Christian life is one with ebb and flow and is far from easy. Early
on in her walk with the Lord, Sacha had a harrowing experience
when her mother suffered a stroke. With no medical aid and being
an only child, overnight she was faced with a mountain of medical
bills and very hard decisions to make. Despite their dwindling
finances, every month, through different gifts, the family made it
through. It was purely God’s provision. Sacha’s story has a sweet
twist – during that challenging time, God brought a special, gentle,
and godly man into her life. Despite her broken past she found
love. The couple got engaged after 5 months and married within
the year. They celebrated their 10th wedding anniversary last year.

Fuelling their dreams to travel
It has been an unprecedented time in the history of South Africa as
the last few months the world at large has grappled with a disruption
to all our lives. Amidst all the crazy, Sacha and her husband chose
to expand their trust in God to fuel their dreams to relocate to
America. “It really felt like God deposited that desire in our hearts
at the same time in 2018. Doors that were previously shut opened,”
Sacha recalls. Neither of the two had degrees, and didn’t qualify for
a US investment visa. They realised they could not control exactly
how they would get to America, but when they saw Induku Group’s
“Live the Dream” Programme, they grabbed it with both hands. It
was a risk they were willing to take financially to give their
family a new adventure. Sacha and her husband Luke
have since had their application approved by the US
Department of Labor and have completed the first
stage of the immigration process. 
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